
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

Members Present: Members Absent: Others Present: 
Roger Willis, 
President/Director 
Terry Mullarkey, Vice   
President/President 
Rick Kesselman, Secretary 
Bob McKenzie, 
Treasurer/Vice President 
John Balzer, 
Director/Treasurer 
Darrin Francom, 
Director/Secretary 
Carolynn Hiron, Director 
 

Dino Cotton, Director  
 

Neal Shearer, Community Executive Officer 
Doug Greenstein, Community Finance & Operations Officer 
Kristi Northcutt, Communications and Public Affairs Director 
Michele DeMichele, Special Events & ACB Operations Director 
Brian Duncan, Parks & Facilities Director 
Dave Fermoile, Community Center Director 
Dawn Dworak, Management Analyst 
Tony Smith, Business Services & Code Specialist 
Kim Bodary, Recording Secretary 
    

 
CALL TO ORDER 
President Willis called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m. and recognized those in attendance.  
 
ESTABLISH QUORUM 
President Willis established a quorum with six Board members present. 
 
ADOPT AGENDA 
Treasurer McKenzie made a motion to adopt the agenda. Director Francom seconded. Voting took place; 
the motion passed unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
Treasurer McKenzie made a motion to approve the minutes from the March 27, 2019 Open Session. Vice 
President Mullarkey seconded. Voting took place; the motion passed unanimously.  
 
PRESENTATIONS/AWARDS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A. Thank You to Outgoing Board Member Kesselman 
President Willis thanked Director Kesselman for his years of service and presented him with a commemorative 
gift. Director Kesselman thanked everyone for the opportunity to serve Anthem on the ACC Board. 
 

B. Recognition of Elected Board Members Francom and Hiron 
President Willis introduced the newly elected Board Members: Ms. Carolynn Hiron from Country Club and Mr. 
Francom from Parkside, who retained his seat on the Board. They were seated. 
 

C. Anthem Youth Advisory Council Announcements 
Sneha Mikkilineni and Madison Everson updated the Board on the group’s recent activity. AYAC will present the 
results of their substance abuse survey at the first Music in May concert, May 3, where they will have a booth. They 
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have received over 900 responses; 66% responded “no” to using drugs. AYAC is preparing an infographic to share, 
and have asked local publications to help with publicizing the results. 
 

D. EPCOR Water Rate Case Update 
President Willis and Ms. Northcutt gave an update about the EPCOR water rate case. The Arizona Corporation 
Commission approved interim rates on March 28, which went into effect for Anthem customers (east of I-17) on 
April 1. There is a $2.53/1,000 gallons surcharge added to water bills. The next case will be filed by May 1, 2020, 
and must include regional consolidation options. EPCOR will host a meeting at the Civic Building on May 9 at 6 p.m. 
 
President Willis thanked Ms. Northcutt for her assistance on the case. 
 
ESTABLISH QUORUM OF NEW BOARD 
President Willis established a new quorum with six Board members present. 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
The election of officers took place. All terms run for one year (April 2019 through April 2020). 

• Treasurer McKenzie nominated Terry Mullarkey for President. There were no other nominations. Mr. 
Mullarkey took the seat unopposed. 

• President Mullarkey nominated Bob McKenzie for Vice President. There were no other nominations. Mr. 
McKenzie took the seat unopposed. 

• President Mullarkey nominated John Balzer for Treasurer. There were no other nominations. Mr. Balzer 
took the seat unopposed. 

• President Mullarkey nominated Darrin Francom for Secretary. There were no other nominations. Mr. 
Francom took the seat unopposed. 
 

Thank You to Outgoing Board President Willis 
President Mullarkey thanked outgoing President Willis for his two terms as Board President and presented him 
with a commemorative gift. 
 
STAFF REPORT 
Mr. Shearer summarized a few items on the staff report that were included in the Board packet and posted online. 
 
Mr. Shearer expressed gratitude to Treasurer Balzer for his active involvement with the parking issues on Triumph 
Court next to the Village condos.  MCDOT will be installing additional no parking signage soon. 
 
Mr. Shearer thanked the U.S. Army Career Center and Youth for Troops for being in attendance at the recent paver 
installation at the Anthem Veterans Memorial to help us recognize the service and sacrifice of veterans. 
 
Mr. Shearer gave special thanks to Michele DeMichele and Debbie Pulido for organizing this year’s Go Green event 
with Republic Services and other community partners, and to our many staff members who worked the event. 
 
Mr. Shearer expressed gratitude to Justin Simons State Farm, BrightView Landscapes and Prickett Realty for 
sponsoring this year’s Music in May series. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT  
Mr. Greenstein introduced Ms. Robin DePetro as the ACC’s new Controller. Ms. DePetro will present the financial 
report at Board meetings going forward. 
 
Mr. Greenstein summarized the Balance Sheet and Income Statement for the Board. He summarized the financial 
performance, fund balances and collections activities. He noted that the ACC’s monthly financial package has been 
upgraded to provide additional historical Balance Sheet information, graphs of operating and cost trends and 
summary variance reporting. The full disclosure financial statements are posted on OnlineAtAnthem.com as part of 



Open Meeting Minutes 

April 24, 2019 

 
the documents supporting this open meeting. Mr. Greenstein encouraged all property owners to take the time to 
become familiar with our financial standing and results.    
 
OPEN DISCUSSION 
Kris Madson, resident, spoke about lighting at the Pickleball courts, selling postcards of the Anthem Veterans 
Memorial, noise volume at Amped Coffee that features live music, a proposed a service project for AYAC, and 
suggestions for patrolling the park during peak times. 
 
Steve Champion, resident, asked a question about the balance sheet as it related to the Operating Fund balance. Mr. 
Greenstein clarified the ACC’s process. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  

A.  Update and Board Feedback on Preliminary Dog Park Rules, Membership, Guidelines, and User Fee 
President Mullarkey stated that there was a small groundbreaking event held at the future dog park site. Due to 
lack of parking and ongoing construction, the event was limited to Board members and staff. 
 
Ms. Dworak presented a detailed PowerPoint about the preliminary proposed membership process and guidelines, 
rules, hours of operation and user fees for the Anthem Dog Park.    
 
Ms. Dworak thanked Kim Bodary, Barb Patterson and Mel Kahn for their help researching information for the dog 
park. 
 
Director Willis inquired if he could bring a family member’s dog to the park if the family lives outside of Anthem. 
Ms. Dworak stated not under the proposed rules, as all dogs would be required to be registered under an Anthem 
resident’s Community Center membership in order to use the Anthem Dog Park. 
 
Director Willis asked about the process for part-time Anthem residents, and Ms. Dworak stated that dogs can have 
dual citizenship and would need to be registered with Maricopa County in order to obtain their Anthem Dog Park 
membership. 
 
Treasurer Balzer inquired if residents would be required to get a new dog tag every year, and Ms. Dworak stated 
that residents would be required to register each year. They would receive a new color-coded tag for their dog/s 
each year. 
 
Vice President McKenzie expressed his concerns on the minimum dog handler age. Ms. Dworak stated that it could 
be hard for young children to handle a stressful situation and most of the dog parks researched had a minimum 
handler age. Ms. Dworak further stated that there are similar age requirements to use the pool and fitness 
equipment at the Community Center. Mr. Ebertshauser, legal counsel, stated that minimum age restrictions at dog 
parks related to health and safety reasons, and that he would look into this further. 
 
Secretary Francom inquired if there would be a maximum number of memberships offered and Ms. Dworak stated 
that after the first year of operation, and after addressing any challenges, maximums may be considered. Mr. 
Shearer followed up by saying we will watch and manage this as necessary. 
 
Director Hiron asked if we limit memberships to Anthem residents and they do not get filled; would we open up 
the memberships to non-Anthem residents. Mr. Shearer stated that would not be the case for the first year but the 
Board could consider this in future years. 
 
President Mullarkey suggested separating park rules from items prohibited inside the off-leash areas.  
 
President Mullarkey inquired about homes with more than four dogs, and suggested that staff look into using 
CivicRec or a similar software tool to do annual renewals online. Ms. Dworak stated homes with more than four 
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dogs has not yet been addressed, and online renewal capability may be offered, but Anthem residents would still 
be required to submit proof of vaccinations annually when they renew. 
 
President Mullarkey stated that he agrees with the idea of a volunteer stewardship program at the dog park, as 
there is a certain amount of pride and ownership that comes from a program such as this. He stated that he would 
like to see a bulletin board kiosk similar to the one at the new pickleball courts to help promote this process. 
 
Ron Jerich, resident, complimented Ms. Dworak for her hard work on the dog park and then asked what would 
happen if not enough memberships are purchased to cover operational costs. President Mullarkey stated that this 
would be discussed over the next few months.  
 
Kris Madson, resident, stated her concerns with the proposed $50 annual membership fee, and President 
Mullarkey stated the Board and staff would continue to discuss the proposed user fee, and that it was not final. 
 
Based on Board and resident feedback, staff will bring back an updated presentation to the Board at the May or 
June open meeting for final consideration and voting. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

A. Consider Approval of Amendment to the Supplemental Declarations for the Enclave at Anthem 
Cottages 

The Enclave at Anthem Cottages requires an amendment to the Supplemental Declarations for two proposed 
independent living duplex cottages. Mr. Shearer stated that the Enclave’s request has been through full legal review 
and is compliant with the ACC’s Non-Residential Architectural Design Guidelines.  
 
Ashley Porter, representing the owner, presented a detailed PowerPoint showing the proposed two duplex 
cottages with additional parking spaces and patios. 
 
Vice President McKenzie made a motion to approve the second amendment to Supplemental Declarations 
of Covenants, Conditions, Restrictions and Easements for a portion of Parcel 4B of Anthem East Side Mixed 
Use Plat, to allow the Enclave at Anthem Cottages. Treasurer Balzer seconded. Voting took place; the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 

B. Consider Approval of Architectural Design for the Enclave at Anthem Cottages 
Mr. Shearer stated that the Enclave’s request is in compliance with the Anthem’s Design Guidelines and the ACC’s 
Non-Residential Architectural Design Guidelines.             
 
Ms. Porter showed and discussed the proposed cottages and how the patio rear elevation would look. 
 
President Mullarkey inquired if the Enclave would have any privacy walls similar to other existing Anthem 
neighborhoods. Ms. Porter stated they are comfortable with not having a standard six-foot-high privacy wall and 
that the rear facing patios would be partially blocked by a 36”-high wall and some landscaping which takes the 
elevation change to Venture Dr. into consideration. 
 
Vice President McKenzie made a motion to approve the architectural design, with the addition of the patio 
screening wall, as proposed, for the construction of the Enclave at Anthem Cottages. Secretary Francom 
seconded. Voting took place; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 7:54 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Kim Bodary 
On Behalf of the Anthem Community Council Board of Directors 


